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THE DANISH GOVERNMENT’S INITIATIVE TO STRENGTHEN DENMARK’S CONTRIBUTION TO 
COUNTER ISIL 

 
• The Danish Government introduces a comprehensive resolution, which encompass a significant increase in 

Denmark’s contribution to the counter ISIL coalition. 
 

• The program includes a substantial Danish military contribution consisting of: 
• Redeployment of Danish F-16s 
• Deployment of a C-130J transport aircraft  
• A contingent comprising special operation forces  

 
• The Danish Government is seeking parliamentary approval for the forces to be able to operate in Iraq as 

well as Syria. 
 

• ISIL cannot be defeated with military means in isolation. Hence, the Danish Government will increase a 
series of civilian programs related to stabilization efforts, counter-finance operations, decreasing the flow of 
foreign terrorist fighters, and countering ISIL propaganda.  
 

• The comprehensive resolution will be presented before parliament for a first reading on the 1st of April and 
second reading on the 19th of April 2016. 

 
• Denmark contributes to the global counter ISIL coalition. The coalition operates along five strategic lines of 

effort: 1) the military efforts; 2) stabilization efforts; 3) stopping the flow of foreign terrorist fighters; 4) 
cutting off ISIL’s financing sources; 5) delegitimizing ISIL’s brand and narrative. 
 

• With the current initiative, the total Danish joint military contribution to counter ISIL from mid 2016 will 
include up to 400 personnel. Thus, Denmark place itself in the top of contributing countries per capita. 
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UK: Support to a British 

program to counter ISIL’s 

propaganda. (5M Dkr.)* 

IRAQ: Up to about 120 Danish 

soldiers support Iraqi security 

forces by  building partner 

capacity at Al-Asad Air Base. 

IRAQ: Mobile air control radar 

stationed at Al-Asad Air Base. 

Support coalition air campaign in 

Iraq and Syria. 

UAE: Operators as a part of the 

Danish radar contribution at 

coalition control and reporting 

centre. 

REGIONAL EFFORTS: IRAQ, SYRIA, JORDAN, LEBANON, AND TUNESIA 

TURKEY (IRAQ & SYRIA): 

 F-16s with authority to operate in 

Iraq and Syria, most likely based out 

of Turkey 

The Governments proposal for new military contributions 

Existing or planned contributions 
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IRAQ & SYRIA:  Danish special operation 

forces will contribute to train, advice and assist 

Iraqi security forces. Authority to conduct other 

operations in Syria and Iraq (on condition of 

Iraqi consent) at a later stage. 

3 year stabilization program for Iraq and Syria (122M Dkr in 2016). In addition independent 

stabilization programs for Iraq (2015: 32.5M Dkr) and Syria (2015-16: 100M Dkr.) respectively. 

30M Dkr. To support the UN de-mining program in Iraq (UNMAS).  

28.5M Dkr. (2015-2017) to stop the flow of foreign terrorist fighters, prevent extremism, set up 

exit-programs, curb ISIL’s sources of finance, counter ISIL’s propaganda etc. Draw on a broad 

range of Danish inter agency capabilities and local authorities. As an example, former director of 

Danish Intelligence and Security Service, Mr. Jens Madsen will actively participate in the coalition 

efforts to curd ISIL’s sources of finance.  
* Asterisk marked: A part of this program. 

Al-Asad  

Air Base 

KUWAIT (IRAQ & SYRIA: C-130J 

transport aircraft. Will operate in both 

Iraq and Syria, most likely based out of 

Kuwait. 

GRAPHIC: CURRENT, PLANNED AND PROPOSED DANISH EFFORTS TO COUNTER ISIL 
(NON-EXHAUSTIVE) 

Up to 20 Danish staff officers at 

coalition headquarters in the 

region 

K
o
rtd

a
ta

 (2
0
1
6
): T

e
rra

M
e
tric

a
, G

e
o
B
A
s
is

-D
E
/B

K
G

 (2
0
0
9
), G

o
o
g
le

, In
s
t. G

e
o
g
r. N

a
c
io

n
a
l, M

a
p
a
 G

IS
ra

e
l, O

R
IO

N
-M

E
 



DENMARK’S COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO COUNTER ISIL 

 
 

UDENRIGSMINISTERIET, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF DENMARK 

3 

PROPOSAL FOR NEW DANISH MILITARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

• Special Operations Force contribution: Up to approximately 60 personnel with authority to conduct a broad range of 
special operation tasks throughout Iraq and Syria according to the situation, consent and coalition specific 
requirements. Initially, the special operations forces will conduct building partner capacity tasks to include train, advice 
and assist of Iraqi security forces. 
 

• Fighter aircraft contribution consisting of four (4) operational F-16 fighter aircraft and up to three (3) F-16s in reserve 
for missions in both Iraq and Syria for six (6) months from mid 2016. The contribution is expected to include up to 
approximately 110 personnel. The F-16 contingent is expected to conduct offensive operations and take part in 
surveillance and information gathering missions. 
 

• C-130J transport aircraft for missions in Iraq and Syria for up to six (6) months. The contingent is expected to include 
up to approximately 60 personnel. The C-130J is expected to conduct special operation air transportation tasks.  

EXCISTING AND PRIOR DANISH MILITARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

• Existing: Currently Denmark provides a mobile air control radar stationed at Al-Asad Air Base in Iraq and Al Dhafra Air 
Base in the United Arab Emirates (up to approximately 30 personnel), a building partner capacity contingent at Al-Asad 
Air Base (up to approximately 120 personnel), and staff officers in coalition headquarters. So far, Danish soldiers at Al-
Asad Air Base have taken part in training more than 3,500 Iraqi soldiers. In addition, Danish soldiers contributed to 
training approximately 600 Kurdish security forces (Pershmergas) from November 2014 to February 2015. 

 
• Prior contributions: From October 2014 to October 2015, Denmark deployed a contingent of F-16 fighter aircraft for 

missions in Iraq. The contingent carried a total of 1,112 sorties during 547 missions and deployed a total of 503 
bombs. In addition, a C-130J transport aircraft were deployed from September 2014 to March 2015. 

THE GLOBAL COALITION TO COUNTER ISIL 
 
• The American led global coalition to counter ISIL now consist of 66 nations from five (5) continents to include 10 

countries from the region. The coalition’s overall objective is to degrade and defeat ISIL. The coalition operate along 
five strategic lines of effort: 1) the military efforts; 2) stabilization efforts; 3) stopping the flow of foreign terrorist 
fighters; 4) cutting of ISIL’s financing sources; 5) delegitimizing ISIL’s brand and narrative. 
 

• The international coalition’s massive air campaign has resulted in significantly weakening ISIL’s mobility and advance. 
The coalition has carried out more than 10,000 air strikes and hit more than 20,000 targets in both Iraq and Syria. 
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OTHER CIVILIAN PROGRAMS 
 
• 28.5m Dkr. contributed to stopping the flow of foreign 

terrorist fighters, preventive efforts with local 
authorities to counter the radicalization of potential 
foreign terrorist fighters, curb ISIL’s sources of 
finance, exit programs for people from radicalized 
communities, and work with local non-governmental 
organizations who actively counter ISIL’s online 
propaganda. 

• Danish agencies have specific competencies and 
experience in these areas and will provide a broad 
range of interagency capabilities to support the 
programs. Specifically, 5M Dkr. will be allotted to 
increase efforts to counter ISIL’s online propaganda.  

 
• From 15 March 2016, the former director of Danish 

Intelligence and Security Service, Mr. Jens Madsen, 
will increase the Danish profile in these programs, 
specifically focusing on coalition counter terrorist 
financing efforts. 
 

• Denmark is looking into deploying police capabilities 
to Iraq to support police leadership training 
programs, where Denmark has specific experience 
and expertise from other similar missions. In 
addition, Denmark will deploy a senior strategic police 
advisor to Baghdad, Iraq, to strengthen training of 
Iraqi police and the long term strategic efforts to 
reform the Iraqi police- and security sector. 

(NON-EXHAUSTIVE) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Follow coalition efforts on Twitter (@CJTFOIR) or via US Department of State web sites 

STABILIZATION PROGRAMS 
 
• In September 2016, Denmark will launch a new 

stabilization program for Syria and Iraq which initially 
will run for three (3) years. The program will among 
other efforts contribute to support areas which have 
been liberated from ISIL. In 2016, 122.5M Dkr. have 
been allocated to the program. 
 

• In 2015-2016, Denmark will support Syria through 
the Syria Stabilization program with 100M Dkr. The 
program will support basic living necessities in local, 
opposition controlled areas, which will increase the 
communities ability to resist extremist influence.   

 
• In late 2015, Denmark launched a new one-year 

stabilization program for Iraq. A total of 32.5M Dkr. 
was allotted to the program. The funds will contribute 
to an international program to stabilizing Iraqi areas 
liberated from ISIL. 
 

• Denmark is the single largest contributor to the UN 
demining program UNMAS. In 2015-2016, Denmark 
will support the program with 30M Dkr. with the main 
focus on Iraq and Syria. 

(NON-EXHAUSTIVE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


